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Becoming street-wise:
Board-making tools for visual supports

Charlene Cullen
Speech Language Pathologist and AAC Consultant

Spectronics Inclusive Learning Technologies

What are Visual Supports?

Things that we SEE to 
enhance the 

communication process.

Why Visual Supports?

• Some people find the world to be chaotic.

• Expectations and demands they cannot
understand may confuse them.

• Verbal instructions and explanations are often not

adequate to provide the information needed in
order to comprehend.

• These people (and others) often need the support
of having information presented in visual form.

• Some people learn best through what they see,

and using visual strategies builds on this strength.

From “Visual Strategies”

Pennsylvania Department of Education, 2000



•4/07/2011

•2

Why Visual Supports?

• Many people are not easily able to 

understand spoken directions.

• It is not always obvious that a person is 

having difficulty because they may be 

quite adept at following environmental 

cues.

I hear and I forget

I see and I remember

I do and I understand

Types of Visual Supports
• Body Movement: such as body language, 

natural gesture, key-word sign

• Environmental cues: such as objects and 

signs e.g. logos, labels

• Traditional tools for organisation of 

information: such as calendars, shopping 

lists, recipes, instruction manuals

• Specialised communication aids and 

materials: such as picture stories, behaviour 

scripts, activity schedules
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Visual Support Continuum

Real objects

Object symbols

Coloured photos

Black & white photos

Line drawings

Sign Language
Written words

Communication is...
Use of speech with..

�gesture

� sign

�object symbols

�photos 

�pictures

… selected according to the person’s 

comprehension skills and communication needs

Visuals Engine

• free online visual support and communication board 
making programs

• step-by-step online app to make schedule or 
communication boards with up to 16 squares

• includes photographs and a limited selection of Mayer-
Johnson PCS, or upload own images

• gives you tips on the different ways visuals can be used 

and examples of the recommended sizes for each type 
of visual

• http://connectability.ca/visuals-engine/
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Mrs Riley’s Pagebuilder
• An online communication card/board building application 

with subscription fee

• combines photo symbols, picture symbols and text 
symbols in grid layouts of various sizes and 

configurations.

• Easy interface for communication board software.

• Free trial but no printing and saving

• Register for free 24 hour trial

• http://mrsriley.com/home

Mrs Riley’s PageBuilder
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Pogo Boards
• Online boardmaking tool with subscription fee

• Pogo boards requires Adobe Reader installed as well as 
Microsoft Silverlight

• 14 day free account but can not print without watermark.

• Support wise there are online videos for training and 

place to submit forms with questions.

• Uses combined symbol sets, new symbol set called 

PiCS, Symbolstix, images from Google Images and clip 
art images. 

• http://www.pogoboards.com/
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Vizzle

• Online program that allows interactive lesson and 
communication board creations, much like programs like 

Boardmaker Plus, Clicker 5 or Classroom Suite (only no 
scanning)

• Annual license – pricing based on usage

• primarily for students with Autism, although it may be 

used with students with many types of disabilities

• offer a 14 day free trial

• http://www.monarchteachtech.com/vizzle/

Vizzle Picto Selector

• Download and install for free

• Pictos come from the website Sclera.be, Straight-
Street.com and ARASAAC and have a Dutch, English, 
French and Spanish translation

• Over 8600 picto's are available on the Sclera website. 
The Mulberry symbols (1700+) and ASRASAAC symbols 

(6000+) are also included in the download.

• Some communication device templates
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Photosyms

• A free photo communication board creator that you 
download

• use any image you have on your computer to make 
communication boards in grids from 2 to 24 symbols on 

a page 

• flash based application

• quick, easy and free alternative if all you need to do is 

make boards

• runs in Windows and Mac

• http://photosyms.org/

Boardmaker Software Family
• Create printable or interactive activities 

• Using Picture Communication Symbols (PCS) or other digital 

images – standard symbol library of 4,500 or add addendums and 
additional themed libraries for over 11,000 symbols

• Create your own board layouts, edit pictures, free form buttons etc

• Symbolate

• Lots of ready made templates

• Access Boardmaker Share for free activities at 

www.boardmakershare.com

• 30 day trial download available
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Tobii Symbolmate
• quickly and easily create effective paper-based symbol 

communication

• pre-designed templates and create your own

• Uses Symbolstix with around15,000 line drawn symbols

• download page sets for free - have a look at 

www.pagesetcentral.com

• Free 30 day trial

What to look for?
• How widely used?

• User friendly

• Training and support

• Versatility – flexibility with 

editing

• Symbol sets

• Templates

• Online vs installed

• Shared pagesets

• Trial options

• Cost


