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Disclaimer
Acceptance of advertising does not imply endorsement of the product. Approval of material 
for publication in the AGOSCI In Focus does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the editorial 
committee nor does it reflect the policy of the AGOSCI Inc. (formerly Australian Group on Severe 
Communication Impairment) unless stated.
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The conference

The AGOSCI Biennial Conference will be held at the  magnificent 
Adelaide Convention Centre in 2011.

The program will include keynote addresses and presentations 
from Australian and international speakers, preconference 
workshops, and a stimulating social program, including a 
welcoming cocktail party, celebration of AGOSCI’s 30th birthday 
and a formal dinner.

Taking it to the streets

The conference theme – taking it to the streets – is designed 
to encourage thought, innovation and action that will increase 
understanding and awareness both within and outside of the 
disability sector.

This conference will be of interest to individuals experiencing 
complex communication needs (CCN), family and community 
members, teachers, speech pathologists, occupational therapists 
and other professionals.

What is AGOSCI?

AGOSCI is a group representing people with CCN as well as those 
who live, know or work with people with CCN.

AGOSCI aims to lobby for the rights of people with CCN, increase 
public awareness of CCN, and to provide relevant educational and 
professional development events across Australia.

For further information or to express interest in attending 
please contact: All Occasions Management

Ph:  08 8125 2200 Email:  agosci2011@aomevents.com   
Fax:  08 8125 2233 Web:  www.alloccasionsgroup.com/agosci2011

AGOSCI 10th 
Biennial National Conference
Adelaide Convention Centre 
11–14 May 2011

30 years of
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Chairperson’s Report
Sue Owen

r e p o r t s

The past year has been one of change and challenge and 
progress for me personally and for AGSOCI. Our long 
serving Chairperson Wendy Webster stepped down and 

is sadly missed.  I retired as a practising speech pathologist in 
November 2010 and am still in the process of moving my life to 
Melbourne. Much of the records and archival material passed 
on to me by Wendy is now sitting in an impenetrable array of 
boxes in a house in Melbourne. So please accept my apologies 
for any inaccuracies in this report.
Welcome to our committee members who are attending for 
the first time, including Johanna Korkalainen from NSW, and 
Gabrielle Kelly from the NT. It is very good to have a full 
complement on the committee and our aim is to recruit more 
people to support key roles on the executive.

Executive committee
My thanks first of all to our indefatigable Treasurer, our long 
serving and assiduous Secretary and our talented and ever alert 
Web Mistress. Thanks to their efforts we now have books ready 
for audit and an up to date membership list, a functional list 
serve and electronic contact for all committee members.

Reps
We also now have the full complement of representatives for all 
states. We rely heavily on State Reps to keep the communication 
channels open for members and to promote our national tour 
speakers. Those states that organise events for AGOSCI outside 
the conference and the national tour contribute not only money 
to the organisation but also increase numbers and diversity in 
new membership.

List serve
If one thing can be said to have improved our networks among 
people living and working with AAC it has to be the list serve. It 
provides instant help and information for anyone with a problem 
in the area of AAC and generous amounts of new, useful 
information. Regular input from some of our more experienced 
AAC users adds credibility in a way nothing else could.

AGOSCI in Focus
The other most important tool for promoting AGOSCI and its 
aims and goals is AGOSCI in Focus. The Dynamic Duo from 
Brisbane, Kirsty Holcombe and Dominic van Bruschot joined 
Sheridan Forster to publish two editions which were outstanding 
in both content and layout. Since Sheridan resigned at the end 
of 2010 we have had contacts from a range of people who are 
interested in taking on a role this year, both therapists, AAC 
users and parents of AAC users. I feel that it will be important 
to maintain the link with universities and current research that 
Sheridan was able to provide and am hopeful that we will be 
able to create a balanced and committed editing team.

Employers and Distributers
When AGOSCI was first created, employers were generous with 

the time they allowed their employees to spend on activities to 
set the idea in motion. Nowadays fewer organisations have the 
flexibility to allow this sort of time and more people donate 
their time over and above their workload. I think it is worth 
acknowledging those organisations that do support AGOSCI by 
freeing up staff members to contribute and I would particularly 
like to also mention those distributors and manufacturers 
in Australia who publicise AAC and donate time and money 
each year. Novitatech, Liberator,  Zyteq, Spectronics, Technical 
Solutions, Technability and Link AT. 

Archivist
As part of our birthday celebrations this year we also accepted 
an offer from Judi Lipp, archivist with the Northcott Disability 
Services society, to help us collate a history of AGOSCI. She 
will be talking with people during the conference and we hope 
to provide her with the information to create a significant body 
of information around AGOSCI and AAC in Australia.

National tour in 2012
Caroline Musselwhite has been booked as speaker for the 
National tour in 2012 and will be arriving in Australia in August 
to do a tour that will take in Sydney, Brisbane, Perth and 
Melbourne. Thank you to Jane for helping to book this eminent 
speaker for us. 

Adelaide conference
What a fantastic programme we have lined up for us this week. 
Once more we have been able to award scholarships to AAC 
users to attend the conference in Adelaide Thank you to Di 
Symons for her work in this portfolio. Another good example of 
generous voluntary work.
The theme for the Adelaide conference is “Taking it to the 
streets” and this is an important aspect for acceptance in the 
wider community. Now I think we need to add “Taking it to 
the top” We need better informed Judges, Lawyers, Police, 
Doctors, School Principals, Heads of Departments, Ministers 
and Managers.

Australia wide
A heartening aspect for people with CCN in Australia is the 
increase of on line disability sites and the number of innovative 
and effective interventions being carried out in all states. 
Mention what you working on to a teacher or therapist from 
another state and the odds are they will reply with information 
on a programme they know about in their state. Talk about the 
problems your child is having in school to another parent and 
the odds are they will have been there and already found a 
solution. Sharing your experiences on the list serve or in AIF 
benefits everyone so please continue to tell us what you are 
doing with AAC. It may shine a light for someone in another 
part of Australia.

Sue Owen
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Lightwriter SL40

Speak Out Scan

Picture Master Language 
Software

COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY FOR THE AGING POPULATION (cont)...
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Picture Communication Symbols 
© 1981–2009 by 

DynaVox Mayer-Johnson LLC.

Queensland’s all abilities playgrounds
Chat board – active playHave a chat

Chat and choice-making resources also available at www.communities.qld.gov.au

Friend

Sit on lap

Please

My turn

You

Wait

Push

No

Scared

More

Finish

Great

Fast

Go slow

Go

Hold on tight

Get off

Walk

I need help

Uh-oh

Rest

SpinDizzy Stop Higher ClimbCatch me Bumpy

a r t i c l e s
TAKING IT TO THE PLAYGROUND (cont)....
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TAKING IT TO THE PLAYGROUND (cont)....

Ball

How to Sign
Move spread, cupped hands towards 
each other twice.

Climb

How to Sign
With hands clawed, palms facing 
forward, move first hand up in an  
arc, then the other hand, then first  
hand again.

Fort*

How to Sign
Form a ‘C’ with pointer finger and 
thumb. ‘C’ hand shape is brought down 
in the shape of a castle’s turret or tower.

Music

How to Sign
With both pointer fingers extended 
from fists and pointing forward, rock 
hands in an arc; first together, then 
apart and then back together.

Hide and seek

How to Sign
With both 
hands flat, start with 
one pointing upwards and 
blade of pointer against nose; the other 
pointing forward in front of body, palm 
sideways. Simultaneously move hands 
together so that they meet in front of you. 
The blade of the top hand ends resting 
on the pointer finger of the other hand.

Roll

How to Sign
Point both index fingers and rotate 
arms around each other.

Flying fox*

How to Sign
Flying: Form an ‘O’ shape with pointer 
finger and thumb at shoulder height,  
move hand towards body in an arc. 

Fox: With fingers bent towards nose and 
thumb extended downwards, move hand 
forward, closing fingers towards thumb.

Barbecue*

How to Sign
Place flat hand on other flat hand at 
right angles, palms together. Then turn 
over top hand and place back of hand 
on palm of the other.

Walk

How to Sign
Walk pointer and middle fingers across 
palm of other hand.

Food / eat

How to Sign
Move hand, with thumb touching 
fingers, towards mouth twice.

Toilet

How to Sign
Tap palm of flat hand with pointer 
finger twice.

Drink

How to Sign
Form a cup shape with fingers and tip 
up to mouth.

Sensory garden

How to Sign
Feel: With hand spread, 
palm towards you, slide 
hand upwards along body 
in an arc.

Garden: Form a circle with pointer fingers 
and thumbs on both hands. With all other 
fingers pointing forwards, circles next to 
each other, move hands apart then back 
towards each other in small arcs.

Friend

How to Sign
With one hand holding the other fist, 
bounce hands downwards twice.

Wheel / drive

How to Sign
With both hands in fist, a little 
distance apart, move one down in an 
arc and the other one up in an arc 
simultaneously.

Play

How to Sign
With both hands spread, palms facing 
upwards, at waist height, move each 
hand in outwards circles.

Shop

How to Sign
Hold one hand flat, fingertips pointing 
sideways, palm up. With thumb 
extended sideways from fist,  
tap fist onto the palm of your other 
hand twice.

Rest

How to Sign
Starting with hand flat near eye, fingers 
pointing up, thumb forward. Close 
fingers to thumb. Can be done with  
one or both hands.

Water

How to Sign
Stroke edge of curved pointer finger 
down cheek twice, palm forward.

Home

How to Sign
With palm facing forward and fingers 
curved forward, move hand forward in 
an arch.

Choose what to do
Queensland’s all abilities playgrounds

Choice-making poster

This choice-making poster has been developed to help children 
communicate within the play environment.

It can be used to help children choose what to do or tell others what 
they’ve just done.

It’s also a great way to teach people how to communicate using Auslan 
(Australian Sign Language) and Picture Communication Symbols. People 
who use Makaton are using Auslan.
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To learn more Auslan, visit 
www.SignPlanet.net

*Not available in all play spaces.

Run

How to Sign
With both hands in a fist at sides, one 
further forward than the other, move 
hands in circles so back fist comes 
forward and front one back and so on.

Spin

How to Sign
Spin pointer fingers around each 
other in opposite directions.

Swing

How to Sign
With both hands in a fist at your sides, 
move hands, simultaneously, forwards 
and backwards twice.

Slide

How to Sign
Slide fingers of bent hand down  
the outside of your other downwards- 
bent hand.

How to Sign
With forefinger extended, one hand 
just behind the other, move both 
hands forward.

Chase

How to Sign
With pointer and little fingers pointing 
up and thumb touching other fingers, 
move hand forward.

Animals

How to Sign
Starting with a thumb pointing 
upwards from fist, slide thumb down 
fingertips, opening fingers slightly as 
you do.

Sand*

Picture Communication Symbols 
© 1981–2009 by 

DynaVox Mayer-Johnson LLC.

Designed and donated by Bilby Publishing.

Auslan images and descriptions  
© Bilby Publishing & Consulting Pty Ltd.
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ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR PEOPLE WITH COMPLEX COMMUNICATION NEEDS (cont)....

a r t i c l e s
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ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR PEOPLE WITH COMPLEX COMMUNICATION NEEDS (cont)....

a r t i c l e s
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a r t i c l e s
TAKING IT TO THE STABLES (cont)...
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DATE CLAIMER
2012 National Tour

Dr Caroline Musselwhite

a r t i c l e s
AUGMENTATIVE COMMUNICATION - THE STORY OF MY LIFE

Sydney  -  20th August 2012
Brisbane  -  22nd August 2012
Perth  -   24th August 2012
Adelaide  -  27th August 2012
Melbourne  -   29th August 2012
half day webinar  -  30th of 		
August 2012

Caroline is a Speech Language 
Pathologist and assistive technology 
specialist with more than 25 years 
experience working with children and 
adolescents with severe disabilities. 
She is an inspirational speaker and 
a leading expert on AAC. She is also 
a founding member of the board of 
Directors for the International Society 
for Augementative and Alternative Communication 
(ISAAC). She has a strong emphasis on fun and 
on building social networks for AAC users. You can 
learn more about Caroline at her website www.
aacintervention.com
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AAC APPS - SPEAKING APPROPRIATELY (cont)....

a r t i c l e s

Crystal with both her iPad and MT4 at the ready
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THE SOCIAL MEDIA BANDWAGON:  LEARNING TOGETHER ONLINE....

a r t i c l e s

Tanya Coyle is an Canadian SLP.  She was a guest International Twitterer at the AGOSCI Conference 2011 “Tweet Up”
Tanya’s blog about uisng social media professionally can be found at LexicalLinguist.wordpress.com. 

  Find out about AGOSCI in even more ways...

World Wide Web
www.agosci.org

Twitter
Follow @agosci

Facebook
AGOSCI Inc



How do you set up a Twitter Account?

1. Just visit www. twitter.com and fill in your name, email address 
and setup a password and Sign up!

2. One more step to go as Twitter suggests a Username for you. 
Hint!! Pick as short a name as possible!

Why would you want to join in the Twitter discussions about the Conference?
•	 Follow news of what is happening in other sessions that you are not able to attend
•	 Comment on the sessions you are attending or anything else you think valuable to share
•	 Read comments from around the globe about the conference-related tweets
•	 Practise in a supportive environment before going on to tweeting and building your Personal Learning Network (PLN) after the conference!

How do you join in conversations started at the conference?
•	 Find the Username @agosci and “Follow” so you will see messages from AGOSCI
•	 Find the Username @tweetAAC and “Follow” so that you will see messages from the Tweetup session on Saturday at the Conference
•	 If you are sending tweets about the conference and stuff happening there simply add #agosci2011 somewhere in your tweet and others will be able to 

track all conversations with this “hashtag” included
•	 Adding #tweetAAC into your tweets will allow all to see the live conversations started at the conference and continuing still!

Want to learn more about Twitter?

Valuable links for “newbies” to the world of Twitter - compiled with simple explanations in mind. 
•	 Mom this is how Twitter works - http://www.jhische.com/twitter/
•	 Nomenclature and basic functions of Twitter by @SLPTanja - http://bit.ly/l214k3
•	 Etiquette Exists Everywhere (and Twitter’s no exception) by @SLPTanja - http://bit.ly/maeBQv
•	 Tips to make Twitter easier by @SLPTanja - http://bit.ly/j8lxNx
•	 Why all SLPs should be #SLPeeps on Twitter - http://chirpstory.com/li/1122

All too much! Would you prefer help to set yourself up on Twitter?
Send your questions via tweet to @tweetAAC, email the listserv or any of us individually for assistance. 
•	 Bronwyn Hemsley on b.hemsley@uq.edu.au
•	 Barbara Landsberg on barbaral@spectronics.com.au
•	 Jane Farrall on janef@spectronics.com.au

•	 Charlene Cullen on charlenec@spectronics.com.au
•	 Greg O’Connor on grego@spectronics.com.au

Easy-Start Guide  
to using Twitter 
at the AGOSCI 2011 Conference 
and after!

What do you need to join in the Twitter 
discussions at AGOSCI 2011?
•	 A Twitter Account (free to set up) 
•	 A PC laptop, Mac Laptop, iPad, iPhone, Blackberry  

or a Windows Phone 7
•	 Internet access
•	 If using a mobile device, download the free mobile Twitter App  

which you are prompted to do on visiting www.twitter.com

Take Twitter with you. Get the app. 
Visit m.twitter.com on your mobile device.

iPhone Android iPad BlackBerry Windows Phone 7
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a r t i c l e s
SEEING NEW HORIZONS - MOUNTING AN EYE TRACKING SYSTEM ON TO A POWERED WHEELCHAIR

Left - bolt from Angie's 
mounting after 9 months use. 
Note the elongation of the 
bolt and the thinning around 
the neck of the bolt.
Right – bolt as new
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SEEING NEW HORIZONS - MOUNTING EYE TRACKING TO A POWERED WHEELCHAIR Cont...
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22nd - 25th May 2012
Jupiters Convention Centre

Gold Coast, Queensland, Australia

www.spectronics.com.au/conference/2012

facebook.com/ILT2012.Conference
Follow us on
twitter.com/ILT2012

New BIGGER venue!

Session pre-booking is back!

Linda Burkhart (USA)
AT and AAC Integration Specialist for 
children with significant disabilities

Speak your mind and look good doing it!
 
Maestro is setting a whole new standard in the Alternative and 
Augmentative Communication industry! Its support for advanced 
multimedia communication tools gives users the power, flexibility 
and freedom to use the tools that best fit their personality. Maestro 
also is built tough to work in rough environments and, at the same 
time, boasts a sleek and stylish design that makes users feel proud 
about owning and using it! Maestro - a perfect communication 
solution that provides ultimate personal satisfaction!

Say anything. Built tough. Go anywhere.

Ian Bean (UK)
Consultancy and Training Manager at 
Inclusive Technology in the UK
Most popular presenter at the 2010 Conference!

Gayle Porter (Australia)
Senior Clinician Speech Pathology 
Cerebral Palsy Education Centre (CPEC)
Developer of the PODD communication system
(Like we really needed to tell you that?)

Highlighted Speakers!

mail@spectronics.com.au     www.spectronics.com.au 

Call 07 3808 6833 for 

a free two-week trial and 

information pack!

“Using my Maestro I can be in the world and fit in. I can take pictures 

with my device, and I have albums to share with my friends. My Maestro 

allows me to be me and gives me the opportunity to interact with others!” 

- Michael, Dynavox Maestro User

Win a DynaVox Maestro
at the Conference Closing Session!

(See the website for details)

Advancing independent achievement through technology!



Tellus 4 and Mind Express 4

ZYTEQ pty ltd 
PO Box 190 South Melbourne VIC 3205
Ph:  (03) 9696 2944   Freecall: 1800 818 353 
www.zyteq.com.au   email: info@zyteq.com.au
ABN 81 132 895 268  Fax: (03) 9696 1755

Equipment demonstrations
Sessions are planned in major centres Australia 
wide, to provide detailed information about our 
products.  To attend these sessions please sign up 
to the e-news. Email ZYTEQ or keep a watch on the 
website calendar for sessions near you.  Feel free to 
express interest in holding a session at your facility

Tellus 4 is a new and very robust, wheelchair 
mountable dynamic display, speech generating 
device. It is a powerful Windows 7 computer-based 
device (Intel Core i5, 2.4 GHz) with a bright and 
clear 13.3” touchscreen display.  Presenting the new 
Mind Express 4, the system offers multiple access 
methods and feature rich, attractive software.

Zingui plus
The ZIngui is a light-weight dynamic display speech generating device 
with Mind Express. It is gaining in popularity due to its attractive design, 
simple and flexible operation and programming.  Page sets are available 
for symbol selection, text-to-speech including word prediction and all 
combinations.

Predictable for the iPad
Predictable is an App for an iPad.  When installed on the iPad and set-up for 
use with selected accessories, a functional and attractive speech generating 
system is created. 
Zyteq is offering components of the system 
either with or without support packages.  A 
most popular peripheral is the Therapy Box 
Switch box which provides switch connection 
via Bluetooth. 
Bespoke
Bespoke is now upgraded to Windows 7, with 2 
GB RAM solid state drive.  This is compatible with 
The Grid 2, V2.7; a 1 kg device in carry bag.

what’s n
ew?

Proxtalker
The Proxtalker is an innovative speech generating device with moveable 
picture tags that actually talk!  A ‘speak’ key encourages sentence 
construction.  Each tag is programmed with a word or phrase from the 
supplied core vocabulary or you can record messages as required.  This 
device is robust and will survive the heaviest use. It makes a useful tool 
for classroom teaching, early intervention, therapy activities for a group 
or individual and for communication.


