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The development of software that makes it simple to pair symbols with words in text has lead to an increase in the use of symbol supported text as a reading intervention for children and adults with disabilities. 

This exciting hands-on session will review the research on using this as a reading intervention, explore the benefits and limitations of using symbol supported text for different purposes, and provide some practical experience for participants using two different applications.  
Participants will experience the latest version of Boardmaker with its new symbolate feature that allows you to quickly and easily match symbols with running text. Communicate: Symwriter, a word and symbol processor and the successor to Writing with Symbols will also be demonstrated during this hands-on session. Is it as powerful as we think? You may be surprised!
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The development of software that makes it simple to pair symbols with words in text has lead to an increase in the use of symbol supported text as a reading intervention for children and adults with disabilities. 

As the Center for Literacy and Disability Studies in North Carolina have found from a review of the literature, that “while this practice provides some students with access to content they would otherwise be unable to access independently, there are many issues to consider before implementing this practice broadly”. 

Most of the research considering the use of symbol supported text has focussed on the effect of pictures paired with words on reading individual words. The results have suggested that it slows down word learning (Pufpaff, Blischak & Llyod 2000; Samuels et al. 1974) and that children learned to read more words when they did not have pictures (Saunder and Solman, 1984). However, current practice has suggested that modified picture supported reading can be of benefit if your goal is to develop emergent readers and writer’s early literacy attitudes and understanding. Currently, no research has considered the influence of symbol supported text on language learning. 
Plain English advocates for the use of clear and concise language that is appropriate for the intended audience (Plain English Campaign, 2004), Easy English is specifically targeted at people with disabilities and is distinct from Plain English as it recommends the use of key pictures, logos, and photographs to facilitate understanding of meaning in printed material. (Communication Aids and Resource Materials, 2005) A literature review by Johnson et al. revealed that there is little empirical literature to support this recommendation. (Johnson, Bloomberg & Hui Ting, 2006) However, anecdotal reports gathered via user testing with adults with disabilities have provided some valuable information about the use of images to support written information.  
This exciting hands-on session will review the research on using symbol supported text as a reading intervention, explore the benefits and limitations of using it for various purposes, and provide some practical experience for participants using two different applications.  

Participants will experience the latest version of Boardmaker with its new symbolate feature that allows you to quickly and easily match symbols with running text. Communicate: Symwriter, a word and symbol processor allows emergent writers, using a keyboard, to see the meaning of the words as they are writing. It is the successor to Writing with Symbols and  will also be demonstrated during this hands-on session. The features of these symbol software programs will be compared so participants can work out which program will best suit the needs of the people they support. 
This session will provide participants with some guidelines and the background knowledge needed to make an informed decision about when to use symbol supported text with the people that they support. Is it as powerful as we think? You may be surprised!
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