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Short Abstract – 150 words
We are frequently asked questions about the relationship between AAC interventions and speech development. 

When making decisions about intervention, we need to constantly think about, and explain, which intervention strategy will most effectively meet which communication requirement. This does not need to be an either/or decision.

This presentation will use examples of a range of children to demonstrate how intervention targeting both AAC and speech, work together to enable children to meet unmet communication requirements. Use of P.R.O.M.P.T. (Prompts for Restructuring Oral Muscular Phonetic Targets) technique and AAC intervention will be discussed. Some children presented have potential to develop spoken language, other examples will be children who have extremely limited spoken language.
500 word abstract/paper
There is a tendency for AAC and speech interventions to be described separately in literature and implemented as separate components.  There may even be a separation in service delivery i.e. families attending one service / clinician for AAC and another for speech interventions such as PROMPT.  This may reinforce beliefs to choose either AAC or speech interventions and does little to support families understanding of how AAC can work with speech interventions to maximize the child’s communication, language and speech (vocal) capabilities.  

The aim of all AAC -

Each child needs to be able to meet his/her varied communication requirements as

· intelligibly

· specifically

· efficiently

· independently

· in as socially valued a manner 

as possible in order to understand others and be understood. (Porter, 1997) 

Problem solving how the child can most effectively meet their varied communication requirements in their daily life.  This includes the child’s use of multiple modes of communication and eventual learning to select the most effective mode to communicate their message in a given situation. (Porter, 2007. p. 48)

Multi-modal communication provides increased opportunities to most effectively meet varied communication requirements – for all children

· AAC needs to meet communication requirements, stimulate communication and language development, maximise range of communication intents and messages. AAC must enable a child who has complex communication needs more intelligible, specific, independent, efficient socially valued communication than speech and natural gestures

· Speech (vocalisation) intervention needs to expand the range of options for communication. Intelligible speech, where possible, is frequently the most efficient, independent, socially valued mode. There are many things that speech vocalisation can add, even if only a few sounds / words perhaps to gain attention.

We must consider the following :

What can the child currently communicate and what do they need to communicate? How can they currently achieve this?

What does the child need to learn for the future? What do we need to do to lay foundations to develop more, efficient, intelligible, independent, specific, socially valued communication for the future? 

We should consider AAC plus speech interventions for all children.  I will use case examples to illustrate different strategies and emphasis during intervention over time. 

The children I present each have a PODD Communication Book (Pragmatic Organisation Dynamic Display).  The design of the PODD Communication Books allows for support of aided language development. It provides vocabulary in an organised manner and enables expressive use of all communication functions within discourse. 

PROMPT (Prompts for Restructuring Oral Muscular Phonetic Targets) is a technique that uses tactile-kinesthetic feedback to the face and neck area to develop motor control. Intervention considers postural pre-tuning with phonatory control, mandibular control and ultimately sequenced movement and prosody. PROMPT intervention should encourage development of vocalizations for function within context, to meet a range of communication requirements

I actively problem solve within the team how to incorporate AAC and speech functionally into daily life and know that young children with complex communication needs can learn to achieve both.
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