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150 word abstract 
This exciting hands-on session will explore the benefits of incorporating digital images, sound, music and movie files into on-screen, interactive activities. 
Participants will experience the latest version of Boardmaker Plus! with new and advanced features such as symbolate, drag and drop images and sound files, creating moveable buttons and quick record being demonstrated. 
While this session will focus exclusively on the use of Boardmaker Plus!, participants will leave with many new ideas to create a fun learning environment using any multimedia based program. It is desirable that participants have had some experience with the Boardmaker program prior to attending this workshop. 
500 word paper for peer review panel

Boardmaker is a drawing program combined with a graphics library and database that can create printed materials with pictures and graphics. Boardmaker Plus! adds voice, sound, animation and video capability to Boardmaker, to create interactive educational software. It is the ideal tool to for creating both print and interactive symbol-based materials such as communication displays for AAC users, visual schedules and social skills stories for children with Autism Spectrum Disorders, books and symbol-supported literacy activities for beginning and pre-readers, song and story boards for preschoolers and general educational and functional living skills materials for special education students.

This exciting hands-on session will explore the many benefits of incorporating digital images, sound, music and movie files into on-screen, interactive activities to make the computer a student learning tool. 

Participants will experience the latest version of Boardmaker Plus! with new and advanced features. Symbolate will read aloud and highlight each word or symbol-word pair, as each word is spoken. You can now drag and drop images, movie and sound files from the internet or anywhere on your computer quickly and easily. Moveable buttons let users create dynamic activities for counting, sorting and sequencing. 
The session will incorporate creative uses for digital images, sound and music files, and movie files in Boardmaker Plus! and Boardmaker with Speaking Dynamically Pro to create a fun learning environment and provide students with immediate feedback and reinforcement. Additional advanced features such as Quick Record, Quick Picture, and Set Button Picture will also be shared. Participants will leave this hands-on session with new and exciting ways of how they can use Boardmaker Plus! to create activities that successfully integrate “the fun factor".
While this session will focus exclusively on the use of Boardmaker Plus!, participants will leave the session with many new ideas to create a fun learning environment using any multimedia based program. It is desirable that participants have had some experience with the Boardmaker program prior to attending this workshop.
