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Short Abstract - 150 words
This session will show the reality of personal communication passports (passports) in action for a family. It will show that passports are a powerful tool for Joel, an individual with low functioning autism and an intellectual disability. A brief introduction to communication passports will be provided. Joel’s Mum will provide her perspective on the value of her son’s passport. The benefits, challenges and the learning that has occurred as part of the process of developing and maintaining his passport will be discussed. Joel will share the content of his passport and the power of it will become evident.

500 word abstract/paper
This paper presents an insight into a parent and teenager’s view of their personal communication passport. 
What are Personal Communication Passports?

Personal Communication Passports (Passports) are a means of recording and sharing important information about a child or young person who has communication difficulties. The information is gathered from the people who know the individual best and then presented in an interesting, accessible and person centred format. This often takes the form of a booklet that contains writing, pictures symbols and photographs. Passports are highly personalized, succinct and written in the first person (Millar & Aitken 2003).
Why Develop and Use Personal Communication Passports?

Passports help others to understand the individual and interact with them successfully. The content can provide a framework for shared interaction, engender social closeness and provide conversation topics. Passports have been identified as being particularly valuable in supporting individuals when they are transitioning between services or encountering new people. Making a Passport is a process that, done well, fosters learning, empowers those involved, promotes collaborative working and places the ownership of the passport with the family (Millar & Aitken 2003, Coakes et al 2004)
A Parent’s Story

Joel is my son, and, in his words, a superstar. He is a teenager and has low functioning autism and a severe intellectual disability. As I am the expert on Joel, the responsibility for ensuring that all those involved with him understand why he behaves in certain ways and how they can engage him positively and enable him to be the best he can be, falls primarily to me.
In January 2007 I began writing a document that I could use to share information about Joel. My aim was to try and ensure that I was being consistent and comprehensive in the information that I was providing to new carers. In April 2007 I became friends with Laura Coakes, a Speech Pathologist who has a passion for passports. Together we started the process of creating a passport for Joel.  

For me the process of developing and using a passport has been one of learning, hard work, frustration and rewards. The work is ongoing and time consuming. Wording the passport was a huge challenge, but choosing the right words was essential if it was to be successful. The passport enables new support workers to understand Joel’s world, help him manage his behavior and have meaningful conversations with him. When Joel first read his passport I could that see all my effort had come to fruition; He was able to use it independently without me standing over him. 
Joel’s Story

Joel has been regularly consulted about what he thinks about his passport throughout its creation. It is so Joel centred that when he talks about the contents you might think he has written it. Joel demonstrates his enthusiasm for his passport every time he shares it with someone
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Further Passports information & resources (including downloadable templates) can be found on www.communicationpassports.org.uk
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