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150 word abstract

In this paper, we will present the findings of a pilot study investigating the vocabulary used by typically developing 5-7 year old Australian children in a series of story-telling tasks. The aims of the study were to measure: (a) The vocabulary and multi-word sequences the children used, (b) the overlap between the vocabulary words the children used and the words included in existing wordlists used to guide vocabulary selection for children with complex communication needs (CCN), and (c) the overlap between the vocabulary words the children used when retelling a story and the words included within the story they were asked to retell. The information gained from the study will assist professionals to plan more effective vocabulary sets for children with CCN. 

Short paper – 500 words

Background

The capacity to reflect on personal experiences and provide information is critically important for children’s language and literacy development (Light, 1997). Just as typically developing children need a range of vocabulary to generate high-quality narrative structures, so do children with complex communication needs (CCN). When selecting vocabulary for children with CCN, a number of methods are used including wordlists generated from research examining the vocabulary used by children without disabilities (e.g., Banajee, Dicarlo, & Stricklin, 2003). To date these wordlists have been based on language elicited across a variety of linguistic contexts. None, however, have been based on the vocabulary used in narrative. This study examined the vocabulary words and multiword sequences used by typically developing children in a series of narrative tasks.
Methods
Eighteen Australian children aged 5-7 years completed a story retelling task and a personal narrative task from the Westerveld and Gillon Language Sampling Protocol (Westerveld & Gillon, 2002), and a picture sequence task as described in the Test of Narrative Language. Analyses were conducted using the Child Language Analysis (CLAN) program. 
Results

The 18 children generated 145 samples. The samples contained a total of 6769 words, of which 908 were unique. A substantial proportion of the samples (60%) were represented by a small subset (n = 51) words. Analyses of the story-retelling task indicated that the students drew most of their words from the original text. However, many of the words included in the original text were not used at all by the students. Tables and graphs will be used to illustrate high frequency words and sequences for each narrative task. Words and sequences used across tasks will be identified, and those unique to particular tasks will be highlighted. Comparisons will be made across grade-levels. 

 Implications

The findings will help AAC professionals to make decisions regarding the vocabulary that children with CCN need access to in order to engage in various narrative tasks. 
