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Short Abstract - 150 words
Enhancing language skills and opportunities to learn through play, for young children who have communication challenges.

A few years ago, I taught a young student with moderate communication challenges, who loved playing with cars. Her play sequence was to drive one car in a circle repeatedly. A year later, she was still playing the exact game. Despite having access to an engaging environment that included a capable teacher, play based and child centred activities, opportunities for peer modelling, and a relevant individual learning plan, her play sequence had not progressed. There also appeared to be a link between her limited communication and her stagnant play ability. That is, she needed to have more language skills to push her play on to the next level. Recognising that play for the young child was an essential part of learning, and asking the question as to why that student hadn’t progressed, inspired “PlayScripts.” Drawing on the work of Karen Stagnitti, Gayle Porter, Ylana Bloom and Marion Blank the diverse needs of the students were considered. It was a strategy that became immediately successful in increasing the play sequences of all my students and that most significantly, increased the opportunities for meaningful communicative interactions, which then in turn, simply increased the engagement in learning through play. 

500 word abstract/paper

An Introduction to a PlayScript Workshop.

This workshop will look at four essential “elements of power” when creating a successful play and communication environment. It will address the power of play, of providing the right opportunity, of purposeful interactions and of asking the right questions. The workshop will then demonstrate how you can combine these elements to make a PlayScript and use that script to intervene and promote the play and communicative interactions for the young child in need of language support. 

Recognise the Power of Play:  This part of the workshop will look at the way play engages so many areas of the brain- emotional, cognitive, language, sensory integration and motor control. It will highlight that it is an essential part of a learning environment. It will also ask the question- if students are not developing in play, are they missing out on some important learning and what impact will this have later on in their education? It will look at the potential for learning intervention:

Play takes our children back to where they will feel success and where we can build from and begin to fill the gaps in learning, regardless of whether they are preschoolers or 6th Graders.
The Power of Opportunities: Looking at Karen Stangnitti’s (“Learn to Play”) work on play development, this element will address how children will only engage in a play activity, and thereby the opportunity to learn, if it is based on their interest and level of play. Participants will look at some assessment and observations they can use to ensure that they are providing the right opportunity to maximise learning engagement. For example, a child who has an beginning understanding of play will explore play activities that include real objects, have simple 1-2 step sequences and are about familiar things such as the home. A child who is operating at a higher level of play may be presented with an activity such as Pirates- a less familiar setting, including more of a story line and objects such as a paper roll that represents a sword. 

Power of Purpose: A big part of development through play is based on communication skills and in this element we will look at how we can create an accepting environment that supports and promotes meaningful interactions. Participants will reflect on perspectives from Ylana Bloom (speaking in child’s language and scripting.), Gayle Porter (Multi-layered Chat Books and commenting) and Intensive Interactions (Sheridan Forster-enjoying a meaningful moment).
The Power of Asking the Right Question: Participants will explore how my practice recognised that   success of student engagement in play was also dependent on me asking the right questions. According to Marion Blank, there are 4 Levels of questioning- ranging from Level 1- simple concrete questions to Level 4- more complex or abstract questioning, requiring a higher order of thinking. The right questions or script asked during play needed to be on the child’s level. 
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Harnessing the Power of Communication in Playing to Learn: Participants will now look at how to create a PlayScript by combining the above elements The PlayScript is essentially a piece of paper that has 6 small boxes across the top with pictures supporting comments such as finished and I like that (Porter’s Multi-layered Chat Book). Underneath that is a box that has the script “What next?” (Bloom and Blanks: scripting and level of questioning). Below that, is up to 8 pictures about a play topic, (based on student interest and Stagnitti’s “Levels of Play”). The pictures also include what is called “a safe play sequence”. Participants will experience, through videos and photos, some of my student’s personal journeys into play and meaningful communication. The videos will demonstrate how the PlayScripts were used as a successful intervention for each of the students presented. 

Promote the Power:  The workshop will start and conclude with a description of achievements gained and the potential to go further when using PlayScripts. Children involved have increased their communicative exchanges, they are initiating conversations with peers and they are using more verbal language. They have developed their play skills and all have achieved developmentally appropriate play outcomes. Finally, Children are having fun playing with each other. They are building confidence and relationships and this supports a positive self-esteem. Major steps in closing the gaps in their learning!
