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Short Abstract – 150 words 
Reviewing the More Than Words program: does it empower parents with a child with ASD?

More Than Words is a program for parents of children with ASD, developed in 1999 by Fern Sussman at the Hanen Centre, to support parents to develop interaction skills which promote the development of communication in their child.  International research is emerging regarding its effectiveness, and Disabilty Services Queensland and its staff were keen to know how effective their programs were.  In this paper, a project was setup to assess the pragmatic skill development of 13 children whose parents attended the program.  Effectiveness was evaluated by using The Pragmatics Profile, developed by Dewart & Summers in 1995.  Pre and post course data will allow the courses’ effectiveness to be evaluated.  This presentation will provide a brief overview of the program, the data collection, discussion of the findings, and provide a range of recommendations to families and agencies alike.

500 word abstract/paper 
Reviewing the More Than Words program: does it empower parents with a child with ASD?
There is a vast array of intervention strategies available for children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), all with strengths and weaknesses regarding effectiveness, universality, and evidence base.  The Family and Early Childhood Service at Disability Services Queensland (DSQ) is a family centred support model grounded in strengths based and natural environments philosophies, and the decision to provide More Than Words programs is consistent with that.  

More Than Words is a program for parents of children with ASD, delivered by Hanen trained SLPs.  Developed in 1999 by Fern Sussm
an at the Hanen Centre in Toronto Canada, it provides information to parents about how their interactions effect their child’s communication development.  Parents attend eight sessions that cover topics such as understanding your child’s communication level, strategies to follow your child’s lead, making social connections, using routines, incorporating visual helpers (AAC), employing books and toys, and helping your child to make friends.  They also receive three home visits where they receive individual support, and have an opportunity to review their skills through watching a video of them interacting with their child.
Although still young, research is emerging - Girolametto (2007) has reported positive outcomes about the program.  Despite the lack of research, the program itself is heavily grounded in research from diverse areas such as early childhood language, parent intervention, AAC, adult learning, and ASD.  DSQ and its staff have yet to review the delivering of these programs.
The project under investigation in this paper had thirteen families who attended a More Than Words program provided by DSQ – seven families on the Sunshine Coast (April-June 2008) and six at Browns Plains (May-August 2008).  While final evaluations revealed the parents had learnt effective interaction skills, were more confident, and their child’s communication skills had improved, an objective and functional assessment was required to thoroughly evaluate the effectiveness of the program where it really counted – the core communication deficit area in ASD, the pragmatic skills of the child. 
An efficient and effective method to obtain pragmatic skills information is directly from primary caregivers.  The Pragmatics Profile (Dewart & Summers, 1995) is a parent questionnaire, and is a valid and reliable measure to obtain such information.  Pre and post course assessments of each child’s social communication functioning was obtained by the DSQ presenters using the tool.  The Profile covers all pragmatic areas - communication functions, response to communication, interaction and conversation, and contextual variations.  

Responses given by parents were allocated a numerical value on a 6 point scale, which allows for easy analysis of differences from pre- to post- scores.  Analysis of each pragmatic area and overall change will allow us to clarify any improvements in communication changes experienced by the child.  Plus an analysis of the change in the whole group gives us the opportunity to evaluate the effectiveness of the program as a whole too.    
This presentation will provide a brief overview of the program, the data collection, discussion of the findings, and provide a range of recommendations to families and agencies alike.
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