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This presentation introduces the idea of providing more personal communication power to students with complex communication needs (CCN) by providing a more powerful, but smaller set of high frequency, re-useable core words.   By placing a stronger focus on a smaller set of words, it is proposed that the “learning curve” for implementation of the AAC system is reduced for the student with complex communication needs and his/her support team.  Participants will learn strategies to use approximately 150 words to create personal communication displays, to engineer classrooms settings with descriptive labels, and to help students with complex communication needs use these words across a range of self-selected communication opportunities.    Information will be included that provides guidelines for training teachers, family, and caregivers in using this core vocabulary for long-range language development.  Objective data, collected from classrooms using this approach, will demonstrate the value of implementing the Core Vocabulary Classroom model.  

500 word abstract/paper
The educational model frequently employed with exceptional education students involves implementation of “functional” curriculum and activity-based learning. To participate within the curriculum and develop independent communication, students in exceptional education classes are often provided with AAC devices that have potential to be programmed with thousands of words across multiple pages. Teachers or speech language therapists spend a significant amount of time programming vocabulary for the activities of the functional curriculum, frequently adding pages of vocabulary on nearly a daily basis. Much of this vocabulary will be used temporarily for a specific activity planned for that day or week. Often, the programming within the device begins to take on a life of its own, and the challenge of finding and using that vocabulary results in less, not more, self-selected communication by the student. The student becomes less increasingly dependent on someone else to help find the new pages and use the vocabulary, defeating the initial purpose of the AAC device, which was to promote personal communication power.  Everyone, including the student, is working harder and harder with decreasing benefits.   A solution to his dilemma is to focus on a smaller set of high frequency, re-usable words. 

This presentation will provide attendees with 150 words that have broad application within exceptional education classroom settings. This permanent, high frequency, re-useable core vocabulary will be applied to various classroom activities, demonstrating a new model for encouraging communication participation with students.  This corpus of 150 words will be broken down into modules, starting with a set of 10 words that represent early emerging reasons for talking. Each module will introduce another set of words.  In total 12 modules were developed.     Each module is supported with a Language and Learning Activity Plan that provides goals and teaching routines for the support team.  

A variety of materials will be demonstrated to show teachers how to teach and use these words from the time the student says “hello” in the morning to when he/she heads out the door in the afternoon. Attendees will learn how core vocabulary can be applied to traditional “engineered classroom” applications, such as environmental labeling, activity scripting, and visual schedules.  In addition, a range of Manual Communication Boards will be demonstrated.  The most simple boards provide access to no more than 20 words, while the most robust boards contain the 150 core words introduced in the Core Vocabulary Classroom model.  Boards will be available for review that are designed as stationary, laptray boards; stationary eye point boards, and portable boards.  

Data has been collected in a range of educational settings, demonstrating the effectiveness of this model in functional communication acquisition and language development.  Results will be presented, along with training guidelines to replicate the program.

Both teachers and speech language therapists would benefit from information within this presentation. By applying this information within the classroom, teachers and therapists can better develop individually based AAC devices, improve programming within AAC devices, and support student-directed communication that will benefit students long after their educational experience.

