Dale Gonelli

Power Pow Wow – Queensland school students speak out

Abstract

Dale and Emma are school students who met through Camp Have a Chat and AGOSCI Conferences. Their insights into the power of communication have grown through these activities, the support of their families and others and their own gutsy personalities. Dale communicates with a Pathfinder and Emma a Dynavox DV5. Each also enjoys chatting with a multilevel book.

Dale’s mother asked him  (inaccuracies deliberately left /translations are in brackets)
What actually gives you power? 

        -right to have a say 
        -feel like we are = (equal)
        -reonabiiy (responsibility) like going to meeting as part of a groups 
Dale’s mother then asked him

What stops you having power ?
        -people say things it is babysch (babyish)
        -when I like to go somewhere I like not have pathfinder on it let me speak (When I don’t have my Pathfinder)

-my devices when they not working 
trust,  I need people to trust

Dale will develop these ideas in an effort to encourage participants to acknowledge his and others need to communicate in the school setting.
Emma is discussing what AAC means in her current school setting. Issues she is dealing with include the setting up of a new device and learning this new technology, and acceptance of the device and communication book by staff. The consequence has been disempowerment and frustration. Some of Emma's ideas included isolation, loneliness, no power, left out, afraid. Emma would like adults to realize what it is like for students who do not speak and will guide participants in an activity.

 Together they call on others to enable all kids to feel the power!
